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Preface

One of the most rewarding parts of creating this Urtext edition has been discovering a new piece. At
first I thought it must have been an alternative name for Capriccio di Bravura but on inspection it was
a substantial work I had not seen before. At first glance the piece seems a little different to what
Bottesini usually would write. Although it is clearly his pen marks, his style of composition and in his
catalogue of music, it has a very different structure to his other works. The piece is divided into four
sections: Andante Mosso, Allegro Moderato, Andante and finally Allegretto. This does not follow the
typical three movements of his other concertos or the Rondo form of Grande Allegro di Concerto.
Throughout the piece there are rubato recitative sections, like those of an opera scene, giving the work
a great sense of freedom.

There are no publishers that currently print this piece; however I have found two published editions
that are out of print. One is by FAC Publishing,' the other being Ars Viva Verlag in 1951.°

As with many of Bottesini’s compositions, he recycled ideas to create this work. A clear use of an
existing idea is the arpeggiating passage before the final Allegretto. The top line is the melody from the
Andante in his Passione Amarosa for two double basses. This has been combined with arpeggios that
normally would have been in the second bass part. He has cleverly amalgamated the two solo parts by
altering the arpeggios to fit the melody notes at the top.

In his manuscripts, Bottesini rarely makes mistakes that have required editorial decisions. This shows
the importance and care Bottesini took over these manuscripts; these were clearly to be used regularly
or to be published and were his final editions. Normally it has only been very minor issues like missing
accidentals that have been forgotten in the remainder of a bar, however this was the first work for
which I have had to make an active choice. Bars 86 and 90 did not contain the correct number of beats
in a bar. I have made a small adjustment to make this work. The second correction that Bottesini made
himself was to omit 4 bars in the final Allegretto, I have included these bars in this edition with a
bracket so that you can choose whether to play them or not.

Bottesini kept his manuscripts in ‘travel catalogues’, a series of compositions bound together that he
would carry on his travels. Unlike other manuscripts in this catalogue, Concerto di Bravura contains
cue marks for orchestral instrument entries. This suggests a few possibilities: 1) It was used by a
conductor 2) A reference by Bottesini when he was performing 3) That he orchestrated from the piano
score and wrote reminders on the score.

A fascinating part of making this edition was seeing how much detail Bottesini paid to beaming and
note grouping; much of this has been lost in modern editions. He is very clear when he wants certain
notes to belong to a certain group, or to a particular hand in the piano and thus important to our
interpretation.

Dynamics can be a little difficult to interpret in Bottesini’s scores in places, often writing the dynamics
‘short hand’ above the stave as he either could not fit them in the middle of the piano stave or he
wanted them to apply to both the solo Bass and Piano. Bottesini always played from memory and thus
never wrote out an individual bass part for us to clarify what performance markings relate to which
stave.

Despite not having the help of modern software notation, Bottesini wrote his scores out clearly and
neatly but used short hand when he could, I have noticed a few common notations that are worth noting
over the page.



Edition Marking Key

* = An edit has been made — often a missing accidental. Please refer to the manuscript.

F/Fe. = Forte/Feroce. Bottesini commonly interchanges Fe and F across his scores, similarly
with P and Po. -Piano, however sometimes it can be intended more as an accent than purely a
‘forte’ dynamic; in this case I suggest the word feroce may be more appropriate.

P/Po. = Piano. Again like F and Fe Bottesini interchanges these markings but unlike F or Fe it
is usually found in conjunction with P and not commonly by itself.

/ / - Repeat slash marks, play what was written at the beginning of the bar or the bar before.

If a mistake is found, please contact me at www.stephenstreet.com so that it can be corrected for
further prints.

Bottesini Urtext® is a registered trademark and this edition is copyright ©Stephen street 2017.
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